CHAPTER II
AT ANNAPOLIS

AT the time that I left Norwich, 1854, West
Point had a great name as a disciplinary institution.
There boys had to obey. Annapolis was not then
so well known as West Point, being only nine years
old. We owe the efficiency of the personnel of our
navy to Annapolis; and we owe Annapolis to George
Bancroft, a man of singular versatility of talent and
singular sturdiness and decisiveness of character. He
not only wrote the standard history of the United
States which bears his name, but he was also min-
ister to Berlin and secretary of the navy.

When he saw that, with the development of
naval science, a school was as necessary for train-
ing officers for the navy as one for training officers
for the army, his proposition met with the imme-
diate opposition of the veteran officers of the service.
Their disparagement was sufficient to prevent Con-
gress from appropriating money to give the new in-
stitution a start. But this did not discourage Mr.
Bancroft. He went right ahead with what resources
he could command. At Annapolis there was old
Fort Severn, which had been deserted. In want of
funds for buildings, he secured the use of the build- the spirit of mischief. Our invention of
